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where he remained six days, taking in water and a supply of
fish. While he was there, a caravel put into the port, which had
come from Mina, the captain being Fernando da Montarroio,
who was carrying two hundred and fifty marks1 of gold, all in
manillas and jewels, which the negroes are accustomed to wear.
The admiral, being accompanied by Caspar of India2 whom he
had taken from Anchediva [Anjediva islands], and also by the
ambassadors of the king of Cananor and the king of Cochim,
wished them to be shown this gold, not so much because of its
quantity, but rather so that they might see how it was sent to be
worked, and that they might know that King D. Manuel was
lord of the mine of gold and that normally twelve or fifteen
ships arrived each year to bring him a similar quantity.
15. ACCOUNTS OF JoXo RODRIGUES MASCARENHAS, CON-
TRACTOR   IN   THE   TRADE   OF   GAMBIA   AND   CANTOR.
8 MARCH 15033.
We command an account to be taken from Joham Rodriguez
Mazcarenhas, our squire, of the contract of Cantor, which he
held, and of other money which we command to be rendered;
by which account he is shown to have received 3,259,331 reis
and one third, namely: 2,266,566 reis, which he had contracted
to give us for the rent of the Rio de Gambea and trade of
Cantor, which he held from us during the past two years, begin-
ning on the day of Sam Joham Baptista* 1502, and this sum is
two-thirds of the 3,400,000 reis for which the said trade was
auctioned to him for three years jointly, because our will and
pleasure is to collect the dues for the last year of his said lease
ourselves, though we made him a grant thereof, since he alleges
to us that he was losing in the said trade; and 992,665 reis,
which we commanded him to register and disburse during the
said year 1502 for the excise of the wines of the said city of
Lixboa. ... and he rendered in everything a good account-----
11 mark (Port, marco) was 8 ozs.
2 Caspar of India was a Jew, whom Vasco da Gama had taken on board at
the Anjediva islands, when returning from his first voyage to India.
3 'Cartas de quita$5o,' no. 414. Extract, translated.
4 Day of St. John the Baptist (34 June), which was the end of the financial
half-year in Portugal.